ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
LITERATURE TEST – GRADE 10

TERM 1 – 2009

TOTAL: 35 


TIME: 40 minute

INSTRUCTIONS:

· Staple the answers of the Literature test to the front of the Literature question paper.

· Draw a margin on the right hand side of the page.

· Write your name at the top.

· Write neatly.

QUESTION 1

Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:

Enter ANTONIO, SALARINO, and SALANIO 
ANTONIO 
In sooth, I know not why I am so sad:
It wearies me; you say it wearies you;
But how I caught it, found it, or came by it,
What stuff 'tis made of, whereof it is born,
I am to learn;
And such a want-wit sadness makes of me,
That I have much ado to know myself.

SALERIO
Your mind is tossing on the ocean;
There, where your argosies with portly sail,
Like signiors and rich burghers on the flood,
Or, as it were, the pageants of the sea,
Do overpeer the petty traffickers,
That curtsy to them, do them reverence,
As they fly by them with their woven wings.

(Answer the questions in standard English and not in Shakespearian English)

1.1 Why is Antonio sad?

(1)

1.2
How does the sadness make Antonio feel?

(1)

1.3
What is the meaning of  “argosies”?

(1)

1.4
What reason does Salerio give for Antonio’s sadness?

(1)

[4]

Read the following extract and answer the questions:

BASSANIO 
'Tis not unknown to you, Antonio,
How much I have disabled mine estate,
By something showing a more swelling port
Than my faint means would grant continuance:
Nor do I now make moan to be abridged
From such a noble rate; but my chief care
Is to come fairly off from the great debts
Wherein my time something too prodigal
Hath left me gaged. To you, Antonio,
I owe the most, in money and in love,
And from your love I have a warranty
To unburden all my plots and purposes
How to get clear of all the debts I owe.

ANTONIO 
I pray you, good Bassanio, let me know it;
And if it stand, as you yourself still do,
Within the eye of honour, be assured,
My purse, my person, my extremest means,
Lie all unlock'd to your occasions.
1.5 Why does Bassanio have no money?

(1)

1.6
Why does Bassanio say he owes Antonio money?

(1)

1.7
Why does Bassanio owe Antonio money?

(1)

1.8
What plan does Bassanio have to get clear of all his debts?

(2)

1.9
Why doesn’t Antonio have any money to lend Bassanio at the moment?

(1)

1.10
How will Antonio help Bassanio?

(2)

[8]

NERISSA 
Your father was ever virtuous; and holy men at their
death have good inspirations: therefore the lottery,
that he hath devised in these three chests of gold,
silver and lead, whereof who chooses his meaning
chooses you, will, no doubt, never be chosen by any
rightly but one who shall rightly love. But what
warmth is there in your affection towards any of
these princely suitors that are already come?

1.11 What is the conditions of the will of Portia’s father?

(4)

1.12
How does Portia feel about the Neapolitan Prince?

(2)

1.13
Name two other suitors that came to Belmont.

(2)

[8]

Read the following extract and answer the questions:

SHYLOCK 
Signior Antonio, many a time and oft
In the Rialto you have rated me
About my moneys and my usances:
Still have I borne it with a patient shrug,
For sufferance is the badge of all our tribe.
You call me misbeliever, cut-throat dog,
And spit upon my Jewish gaberdine,
And all for use of that which is mine own.
Well then, it now appears you need my help:
Go to, then; you come to me, and you say
'Shylock, we would have moneys:' you say so;
You, that did void your rheum upon my beard
And foot me as you spurn a stranger cur
Over your threshold: moneys is your suit
What should I say to you? Should I not say
'Hath a dog money? is it possible
A cur can lend three thousand ducats?' Or
Shall I bend low and in a bondman's key,
With bated breath and whispering humbleness, Say this;
'Fair sir, you spit on me on Wednesday last;
You spurn'd me such a day; another time
You call'd me dog; and for these courtesies
I'll lend you thus much moneys'?

1.14 What is the Rialto?

(1)

1.15
What business is Shylock in?

(2)

1.16
Why does Antonio hate Shylock?

(2)

1.18
Why does Shylock hate Antonio?

(2)

1.19
How much money does Antonio want to borrow from Shylock?

(1)

1.20
What generous deal does Shylock present to Antonio?
(2)

1.21
Why does Shylock present Antonio with this generous deal?

(2)

1.22
Why is Antonio not afraid to make the deal with Shylock?

(2)

1.23
Why is it not conclusive that Bassanio will be successful in his venture?

(1)

[15]
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